
 
 

ASSOCIATED CANADIAN THEOLOGICAL SCHOOLS 
CCM 663/HIS 663: History of the Non-western Church 

 
Fall 2008                                          Gordon Nickel 
Tuesday a.m., 8:30-10:00, 11:00-12:10               assistant professor of intercultural studies 
Three credit hours                            gordon.nickel@twu.ca
Office: Fosmark 101A (Ambrose corner)    Office hours: by appointment, (604) 513-2085 
 
I. Course description: 
 

Whose religion is Christianity? The fascinating story which helps answer this 
question is not well known among western Christians. This course aims to portray the 
growth of the Church outside of Europe and North America from the New Testament 
period up to the present. The first part of the course will focus mainly on the spread of the 
gospel in Asia through the fifteenth century. The second part of the course will trace the 
growth of the Church in East Asia, South Asia, Africa and Latin America up until modern 
times. This section will include a review of missionary efforts launched from Europe and 
North America. The methodology of the course is to examine historical situations 
analytically with a view to discovering factors which hindered or enhanced the spread of 
the gospel during specific eras—all out of a love for the Church. These discoveries will 
then be applied to the present work of world mission as Christian cross-cultural workers 
look to the future. 
 
II. Course objectives: 
 

Upon completion of the course, the student should be able to: 
Visualize the panorama of Church growth around the world through 20 centuries. 
Describe by what means the gospel has spread in diverse cultural contexts. 
Pinpoint problems encountered by the Church in witness and disciple-making. 
Identify the features of Christian identity prior to and outside of Christendom. 
Understand the developing demographics of Christian population in the world. 
Appreciate the potential for Church growth in this present global situation. 

 
III. Required Textbooks: 
 
Hastings, Adrian, editor. A World History of Christianity. Grand Rapids, Michigan: 

Eerdmans, 2000. 
Moffett, Samuel Hugh. A History of Christianity in Asia. Volume I: Beginnings to 1500. 

Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis, 1998. 
Sanneh, Lamin. Whose Religion is Christianity? The gospel beyond the West. Grand 

Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 2003. 
 
Also recommended: 
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Walls, Andrew F. The Missionary Movement in Christian History: Studies in 
Transmission of Faith. Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis, 1996. 

IV. Lecture topics and schedule of required readings: 
 
September 9 – Course Introduction; Christian identity outside Christendom 

Read before first class: A World History of Christianity, 1-24 
 
September 16 – East and South from Jerusalem 

Read before class: A History of Christianity in Asia, 4-90 
 
September 23 – Thriving Churches of the East 

Read before class: A History of Christianity in Asia, 91-184 
 
September 30 – Mission to Central Asia and China 

Read before class: A History of Christianity in Asia, 185-284 
 
October 7 – The Church under Islam 

Read before class: A History of Christianity in Asia, 285-395 
 
October 14 – The “Eclipse of Christianity” in Asia 

Read before class: A History of Christianity in Asia, 399-512 
 
October 21 – Church Growth in East Asia 

Read before class: A World History of Christianity, 369-415 
Mid-term Quiz 

 
(October 27-31: Reading Week and Modular Courses) 
 
November 4 – Church Growth in South Asia 

Read before class: A World History of Christianity, 147-191 
 
(November 11 – Remembrance Day – Campus closed) 
 
November 18 – Church Growth in Africa. Guest: Emmanuel LoWilla 

Read before class: A World History of Christianity, 192-237 
        also Whose Religion is Christianity? 

 
November 25 – Church Growth in Latin America 

Read before class: A World History of Christianity, 328-368 
 
December 2 – Mission out of the Two-thirds World 

Read before class: A World History of Christianity, 508-535 
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V. Proposed Course Assignments and Marking: 
 
Dear Students; 

I am currently redesigning the assignments for this course and will need till the end 
of August to fine tune them. However, I want to get the general course information out to 
you already in July so that you can see what is in store. The notes below are intended to 
give you a realistic idea of the workload in the final syllabus, which will be posted at the 
end of August both on the ACTS website and on the MyCourses site for this course. 
 
1. Regular reading of textbooks: Readings indicated in the course outline must be 

completed before each class so that the student is prepared for the lecture topic and 
can participate meaningfully in class discussions. The professor will refer to assigned 
readings during class and ask students to express their thoughts.  

 
2. Creative project on the Anglican World Communion. The Anglican Church was in the 

news again during the summer of 2008 as Anglicans in different parts of the world 
discussed whether they could keep the Church together. What were the issues? Where 
do different parts of the Church line up? What are the authority questions? What does 
it all mean for World Christianity? Due October 7. (20% of final mark) 

 
3. Mid-term exam on class lectures September 9 through October 14, and on the contents 

of A History of Christianity in Asia (Vol. I). Exam format will be multiple choice and 
short answer. The exam will be given after chapel October 21. (20% of final mark) 

 
4. MyCourses discussion on Christian identity outside Christendom. Answer the question 

on the articles specified, linked or posted on the MyCourses site, then respond to the 
answers of each of the other members of your particular group. Week of November 
8-14. (10% of final mark) 

 
5. Research on the growth of the Church in a non-western country: Write the history of 

the spread of the gospel in one country. Start with the material on your country in A 
World History of Christianity and in David Barrett’s World Christian Encyclopedia 
(see course bibliography, kept on reserve), and expand from there with help from at 
least ten solid scholarly sources. Be sure to describe the hindrances and helps for the 
spread of the gospel in your country throughout history. This paper will be graded on 
the basis of the clarity and force of your argument (30%); the quality of your research 
(30%); the organization of your materials (20%); and your writing style and 
mechanics (20%). 3000 words maximum. Due November 18. (30% of final mark) 

 
6. Final exam: The final exam will be based on class lectures October 21 through 

November 25, and assigned readings from A World History of Christianity and Whose 
Religion is Christianity? Exam format will be multiple choice and short answer. The 
exam will be given after chapel on December 2. (20% of final mark) 

  
NOTE: Assignments must be submitted on the due date. Assignments submitted after 

the due date will not be accepted. Please plan your Fall semester accordingly. 
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VI. Course Bibliography: 
 
*Anderson, Gerald H., ed. Biographical dictionary of Christian missions. New York: 

Macmillan Reference USA, 1998. 
*Anderson, Gerald H., ed. Mission Legacies: biographical studies of the modern 

missionary movement. Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis, 1994. 
*Moreau, A. Scott. Evangelical Dictionary of World Missions. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 

2000. 
*Tucker, Ruth A. From Jerusalem to Irian Jaya: A biographical history of Christian 

missions. Second edition. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004. 
 
Adeyemo, Tokunboh, general editor. Africa Bible Commentary: A one-volume 

commentary written by 70 African scholars. Nairobi: Word Alive Publishers, 2006. 
Aikman, David. Jesus in Beijing: How Christianity is Changing the Global Balance of 

Power. Washington, DC: Regnery Publishing, 2003. 
Athval, Saphir P. Church in Asia Today: Challenges and opportunities. Singapore: The 

Asia Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization, 1996. 
Bach, Thomas John. Pioneer Missionaries for Christ and his Church. Wheaton, IL: Van 

Kampen Press, 1955. 
*Barrett, David B., George T. Kurian, and Todd M. Johnson. World Christian 

Encyclopedia: A comparative survey of churches and religions in the modern world. 
Second edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001. 

Baum, Wilhelm. The Church of the East: A concise history. New York: 
RoutledgeCurzon, 2003. 

Bays, Daniel H., ed. Christianity in China: From the eighteenth century to the present. 
Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1996. 

Beaver, R. Piece. American Protestant Women in World Mission: History of the first 
feminist movement in North America. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1980. 

Carey, William. An Enquiry into the Obligations of Christians to Use Means for the 
Conversion of the Heathen. London: Carey Kingsgate, 1961 (1792). 

Chidester, David. Christianity: A global history. San Francisco: Harper, 2000. 
Frykenberg, Robert Eric, ed. Christians and Missionaries in India: Cross-cultural 

Communication since 1500. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2003. 
Green, Michael. Evangelism in the Early Church. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1970. 
Hardwick, Dana. Oh Thou Woman that Bringest Good Tidings: The life and work of 

Katharine C. Bushnell. Saint Paul, Minn.: Christians for Biblical Equality, 1995. 
Hastings, Adrian. The Church in Africa: 1450-1950. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996. 
Hoke, Donald E., ed. The Church in Asia. Chicago: Moody Press, 1975. 
Kreider, Alan. Worship and Evangelism in Pre-Christendom. Cambridge, England: 

Grove Books, 1995. 
Irvin, Dale T., and Scott W. Sunquist. History of the World Christian Movement: Earliest 

Christianity to 1453. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 2001. 
Jenkins, Philip. The New Faces of Christianity: Believing the Bible in the Global South. 

New York: Oxford University Press, 2006. 
__________. The Next Christendom: The coming of Global Christianity. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2002. 

CCM/HIS 663 syllabus, p. 4 



LaGrand, James. The Earliest Christian Mission to ‘All Nations’: In the light of 
Matthew’s Gospel. Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1995. 

Latourette, Kenneth Scott. A History of the Expansion of Christianity. Grand Rapids, 
Mich.: Zondervan, 1970, 7 volumes. 

Lewis, Donald M., ed. Christianity Reborn: The Global Expansion of Evangelicalism in 
the Twentieth Century. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2004. 

Liao, David C.E., Clifton L. Holland, Don M. McCurry. World Christianity. Monrovia, 
CA: Missions Advanced Research and Communication Center, 1979-. 

Meyer, Ben F. The Early Christians: Their world mission and self-discovery. 
Wilmington, Del.: Michael Glazier, 1986. 

Neill, Stephen. A History of Christianity in India, 1707-1858. Cambridge, England: 
Cambridge University Press, 1985. 

Phillips, James M., and Robert T. Coote, eds. Toward Century 21 in Christian Mission: 
Essays in honor of Gerald H. Anderson. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1992.  

Robert, Dana Lee, ed. Gospel Bearers, Gender Barriers: Missionary Women in the 
Twentieth Century. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 2002. 

Sanneh, Lamin O. Encountering the West: Christianity and the global cultural process: 
The African dimension. Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis, 1993. 

__________. Translating the Message: The missionary impact on culture. Maryknoll, 
N.Y.: Orbis, 1989. 

Shenk, Wilbert R., ed. Anabaptism and Mission. Waterloo, ON: Herald, 1984. 
Shenk, Wilbert R. By Faith They Went Out: Mennonite missions, 1850-1999. Elkhart, IN: 

Institute of Mennonite Studies, 2000. 
Sundkler, Bengt. A History of the Church in Africa. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 2000. 
*Tucker, Ruth A. Guardians of the Great Commission: The story of women in modern 

missions. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Academie Books, 1988. 
Walls, Andrew F. The Cross-Cultural Process in Christian History. Maryknoll, N.Y.: 

Orbis, 2002. 
 
Articles: 
Benson, Linda. “Missionaries with Attitude: A women’s mission in Northwestern China.” 

International Bulletin of Missionary Research (IBMR) 29/4 (2005), 183-186, 188. 
Galli, Mark. “A New Day in Vietnam.” Christianity Today 51/5 (May 2007), 27-32. 
Harris, Paula. “Nestorian Community, Spirituality and Mission.” In Global Missiology 

for the 21st Century: The Iguassu Dialogue.” William D. Taylor, ed. Grand Rapids, 
Mich.: Baker Academic, 2000, 495-501. 

Kreider, Alan. “Beyond Bosch: The Early Church and the Christendom shift.” IBMR 29/2 
(2005), 59-68. 

__________. “Peacemaking in worship in the Syrian Church orders.” Studia Liturgica 34 
(2004), 177-190. 

Jaffarian, Michael. “Are there more non-Western missionaries than Western 
missionaries?” IBMR 28/3 (2004), 131-2. 

Jenkins, Philip. “Reading the Bible in the Global South.” IBMR 30/2 (2006), 67-70, 72-
73. 
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Johnson, Todd M., and Sandra S. Kim. “Describing the Worldwide Christian 
Phenomenon.” IBMR 29/2 (2005), 80-82, 84. 

Lewis, Bonnie Sue. “Learning to Listen.” In Teaching Mission in a Global Context. 
Patricia Lloyd-Sidle and Bonnie Sue Lewis, eds. Louisville, KY: Geneva Press, 2001, 
124-133. 

Lewis, Rebecca. “Underground Church Movements: The surprising role of women’s 
networks.” International Journal of Frontier Missions 21 (2004), 145-150 

Niringiya, David Zac. “Africans in Missions: The possible dream.” Evangelical Missions 
Quarterly (EMQ) 31 (1995), 54-61. 

Ntamushobora, Faustin. “Towards Self-Reliance: A challenge for African churches and 
ministries.” Evangelical Missions Quarterly (2003), 490-495. 

Ojo, Matthews A. “The Dynamics of Indigenous Charismatic Missionary Enterprises in 
West Africa.” Missionalia 25 (1997), 537-561. 

Park, Sung-Il Steve. “The Power of the Gospel in Korea (1882-1912).” In The Urban 
Face of Mission: Ministering the gospel in a diverse and changing world. Manuel 
Ortiz and Susan Baker, eds. Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Pub., 2002. 

Phiri, Isaac, and Joe Maxwell. “Gospel Riches: Africa’s rapid embrace of prosperity 
Pentecostalism.” Christianity Today 51/7 (July 2007), 23-29. 

Reimer, Johannes. “Mission as Kenotic Action: Understanding Orthodox theology of 
mission.” Missionalia 32 (2004), 68-83. 

Sanneh, Lamin O. “The Encounter of Islam and Christianity in Africa: Pentecost and the 
Hijrah.” Journal of the Interdenominational Theological Center 16 (1988-9), 180-
191. 

Seemuth, David P. “Mission in the Early Church.” In Mission in the New Testament: An 
evangelical approach. William J. Larkin and Joel F. Williams, eds. Maryknoll, N.Y.: 
Orbis, 1998, 50-62. 

Singh, Maina Chawla. “Women, Mission, and Medicine: Clara Swain, Anna Kugler, and 
early medical endeavors in colonial India.” IBMR 29/3 (2005), 128-133. 

 
Articles accessible online through ATLA: 
Chan, Chung-Yan Joyce. “Commands From Heaven: Matteo Ricci’s Christianity in the 

eyes of Ming Confucian officials.” Missiology 31 (2003), 269-287. 
Elisha, James. “Canadian Baptist mission work among women in Andhra, India, 1874-

1924. Baptist History and Heritage 41/1 (2006), 42-54. 
Gilliland, Dean S. “How ‘Christian’ are African Independent Churches?” Missiology 14 

(1986), 259-272. 
Glasser, Arthur F. “Timeless Lessons from the Western Missionary Penetration of 

China.” Missiology 1 (1973), 445-464. 
Hanciles, Jehu J. “Anatomy of an Experiment: The Sierra Leone native pastorate.” 

Missiology 29/1 (2001), 63-82. 
Healey, Joseph G. “Now it is Your Turn: East Africans go in Mission.” Missiology 31/3 

(2003), 349-366. 
Heikes, Laura. “Una Perspectiva Diferente: Latin Americans and the global mission 

movement.” Missiology 31 (2003), 69-85. 
Kalanda, Paul. “Evangelizing Africa in the Third Millennium.” AFER 48 (2006), 229-

236. 
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Lewis, Bonnie Sue. “The Dynamics and Dismantling of White Missionary Privilege.” 
Missiology 32 (2004), 5-13. 

Lorance, Cody C. “Cultural relevance and doctrinal soundness: the mission of Roberto de 
Nobili.” Missiology 33 (2005), 415-424. 

Moffett, Samuel H. “Earliest Asian Christianity.” Missiology 3 (1975), 415-430. 
Moffett, Samuel H. “Early Asian Christian approaches to non-Christian cultures.” 

Missiology 15 (1987), 473-486. 
Pato, Luke Lungile. “Anglicanism and Africanisation: The legacy of Robert Gray.” 

Journal of Theology for Southern Africa 101 (Jl 1998), 49-57. 
Robert, Dana L. “The First Globalization: The internationalization of the Protestant 

missionary movement between the World Wars.” IBMR 26/2 (2002), 50-54, 56-60, 
62-66. 

__________. “The Legacy of Adoniram Judson Gordon.” IBMR 11/4 (1987), 176-181. 
__________. “ The Origin of the Student Volunteer Watchword: “The evangelization of 

the world in this generation.” IBMR 10/4 (1986), 146-149. 
__________. “Shifting Southward: Global Christianity since 1945.” IBMR 24/2 (2000), 

50-54, 56-58. 
Sanneh, Lamin O. “A Resurgent Church in a Troubled Continent: Review essay of Bengt 

Sundkler’s History of the Church in Africa.” IBMR 25/3 (2001), 113-118. 
__________. “The Yogi and Commissar: Christian missions and the African response.” 

IBMR 15 (1991), 2-8, 10-12. 
Shenk, Calvin E. “The Demise of the Church in North Africa and Nubia and its Survival 

in Egypt and Ethiopia: A questions of contextualization?” Missiology 21 (1993), 131-
154. 

__________. “The Ethiopian Orthodox Church: A study in indigenization.” Missiology 
16 (1988), 253-278. 

Walls, Andrew F. “The Cost of Discipleship: The witness of the African church.” Word 
& World 25 (2005), 433-443. 

__________. “The Expansion of Christianity: An interview with Andrew Walls.” 
Christian Century 117 (Aug. 2-9, 2000), 792-795. 

Warkentin, Raija. “Begging as Resistance: Wealth and Christian Missionaries in 
postcolonial Zaïre.” Missiology 29 (2001), 143-163. 

 
Christian History & Biography issues worth checking: 
Issue 90, Spring 2006, “Pioneers of the American Missionary Movement,” Adoniram and 

Ann Judson 
Issue 87, Summer 2005, “India: A Faith of Many Colors” 
Issue 85, Winter 2005, “Debating Jesus’ Divinity: The Council of Nicaea and its bitter 

aftermath” 
Issue 80, 2003, “The First Bible Teachers: Reading over the shoulders of the Church’s 

founding fathers” 
Issue 79, 2003, “African Apostles: The untold stories of the black evangelists who 

converted their continent.” 
Issue 74, 2002, “Christians & Muslims: Confronting fourteen centuries of ambition, 

sorrow, and bad faith” 
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LETTER GRADE TO PERCENTAGE CORRELATION 
 
First Class Second Class Pass   
A+ =  97-100 B+ = 85-89 C+ = 70-74 
A   =  93-96 B   = 80-84 C   = 65-69 
A-  =  90-92 B-  = 75-79 C-  =  60-64 
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Supplement: Important Academic Notes from ACTS 
 
Web Support – Student Portal  https://students.twu.ca
All students at TWU have a TWUPass username and password.  This is determined at the 
time of an online application or can be managed through the computing services help 
desk or the link on the student portal.  Your student email account is also available 
through this student portal and is vital for communication about grades, account 
statements, lost passwords, sign-up instructions, etc.  If you do not know your account or 
password, there is a link at the login area called “I forgot my password.”  When you click 
on that link, you will be walked through the process of retrieving your account 
information. 

 
Campus Closure 
In the event of deteriorating weather conditions overnight or other emergency situations, 
every effort will be made to communicate information regarding the cancellation of 
classes to the radio stations CKNW (980 AM), CKWX (1130 AM), MAX (850 AM), 
PRAISE (106.5 FM) and KARI (550 AM) by 6:30 a.m., and an announcement will be 
placed on the University's switchboard as well as on the website 
http://www.twu.ca/conditions/. The first announcement regarding a closure will cover the 
period up to 1:00 p.m. only. If classes are to be cancelled beyond 1:00 p.m., this decision 
will be announced by the same means before 11:00 a.m. that day. Students and faculty 
should assume that all night classes will continue to operate. If the emergency continues 
into the evening, students and faculty may check for a closure notice on the University's 
switchboard and website after 3:00 p.m. that day. 

Paper Formatting 
Students need to adhere to Turabian format except in counselling courses, for which APA 
format is used. 
Students are encouraged strongly to use RefWorks (available through the library home 
page www.twu.ca/library) as their bibliographical manager and as a tool for formatting 
bibliographies.  They will need to be aware of the need to “clean up” most bibliographies 
generated by this program.  Students are encouraged to view the documents on the 
following websites for format samples: http://faculty.ucc.edu/egh-damerow/turabian.htm 
or www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/.  Note that in RefWorks the available formatting styles 
are those of Turabian (Notes), 6th edition, and APA – American Psychological 
Association, 5th edition. 
Counselling students are expected to purchase the APA Publications Manual.  More 
information found at the following website. http://www.apastyle.org/pubmanual.html.   
CANIL students can locate this on the CANIL intranet, under the “student” side.  A hard 
copy is given to incoming students in the fall. 
Please check with your professor to see which one he/she recommends you use!! 
 
Research Ethics 
Please note that all research projects involving human participants undertaken by 
members of the TWU university community (including projects done by ACTS students 
to satisfy course or degree requirements) MUST be approved by the Trinity Western 
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University Research Ethics Board.  Information and forms may be found at 
http://www.twu.ca/academics/research/ethics/ Those needing additional clarification 
may contact Dr. Bruce Guenther.  Please allow at least three (3) weeks from the date of 
submission for a review of the application. 
 
Academic Integrity and Avoiding Plagiarism at TWU 
As Christian scholars pursuing higher education, academic integrity is a core value of the 
entire TWU community. Students are invited into this scholarly culture and required to 
abide by the principles of sound academic scholarship at TWU. This includes, but is not 
limited to, avoiding all forms of plagiarism and cheating in scholarly work. TWU has a 
strict policy on plagiarism (see academic calendar 2008-09, pp. 37-38). Further details on 
this subject are contained in the ACTS Student Handbook in section 4.12.  The handbook 
is available online on the ACTS webpage (www.acts.twu.ca) at the following link: 
www.acts.twu.ca/Handbook.html.   
Learning what constitutes plagiarism and avoiding it is the student's responsibility. An 
excellent resource describing plagiarism and how to avoid it has been prepared by TWU 
Librarian William Badke and is freely available for download (PPT file) or used as flash 
(self running) tutorials of varying lengths from: 
  
http://www.acts.twu.ca/lbr/plagiarism.ppt 
http://www.acts.twu.ca/lbr/Plagiarism.swf (14 minute flash tutorial) 
http://www.acts.twu.ca/lbr/Plagiarism_Short.swf (8 minute flash tutorial) 
 
Equity of Access
It is the responsibility of a student with a learning disability to inform the ACTS Director of 
Student Life of that fact before the beginning of a course so that necessary arrangements 
may be made to facilitate the student’s learning experience.  We are unable to 
accommodate any student who informs the Director of Student Life of a disability after the 
beginning of class. 
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